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Ekler Film – 1

The response given by the Ministry of Labour 
and Social Security, Department of Strategy 
Development to the parliamentary question 

no. 7 / 27513 by Şanlıurfa MP İbrahim Binici 
contained information on distribution of 

number of seasonal agricultural workers in 
Mersin by districts, children’s school attendance 

and services provided by the Governorate and 
District Governorates within the scope of METİP. 

In the district of Silifke 80 thousand tons of 
strawberry are being grown on 20,000 acres of 
land. Children of workers coming from Silifke 

Diyarbakır, Adıyaman, Şanlıurfa, Gaziantep and 
Kahramanmaraş celebrated April 23rd Children’s 

Day with a cake they made of mud. Mothers of 
children said, “We are agricultural workers. We leave 
our small children to their older siblings when we are 

working out in fields. We are here to earn our lives 
and we have to work.” 

Development Workshop Archive, Mersin, Tarsus District, Atalar Neighborhood, 2020

Development Workshop Archive, Mersin, Tarsus District, Yeşiltepe Neighborhood, 2020

Development Workshop Archive, Mersin, Tarsus District, Çöplü Neighborhood, 2020

Development Workshop Archive, Mersin, Tarsus District, Konaklar Neighborhood, 2020

Development Workshop Archive, Mersin, Tarsus District, Kelahmet Neighborhood, 2020
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The documentaries based mostly on 
interviews with workers coming from 
Urfa and Syrian migrant workers 
contains living and working conditions 
of people working in fields in Mersin. 

Agricultural workers picking citrus fruit in orchards in Dikilitaş 
Neighbourhood of Akdeniz district of Mersin are surviving in the 
face of difficult circumstances. They describe their situation by saying 
“wage is low, but bread is expensive.” Sergeant (Çavuş) Ercenk says 
they work in winter conditions for 50 TRY per day: “Beforehand, we 
could effort many things with our daily wage, but now we cannot. Wage 
is low, bread is expensive. Everything is too expensive today. We can 
barely survive under these circumstances.” 

District Monitoring Board of Migratory Agricultural 
Workers convened under the chairmanship of District 
Governor to improve the working and living conditions 
of seasonal agricultural workers in Silifke district of 
Mersin. The most important items in the agenda of the 
meeting were the schooling of children of 2 thousand 
agricultural worker families and these families’ 
accommodation. Reminding that district governorate 
provided living spaces in Kurtuluş and Arkum 
neighbourhoods for migratory worker families, District 
Governor continued: “We can even start kindergarten 
for small children if needed. Children at school ages take 
care of their younger siblings while adults are working in 
fields. We will do our best for children’s enrolment and 
attendance by closely monitoring their situation.”

Workshop on “Child Labour and Child Rights” was 
conducted in the meeting room of City Council of Mersin 
with the participation of representatives of non-governmental 
organisations and governmental institutions. The focus of the 
workshop was children working in streets and the prevention 
of child labour. The outcomes of the survey conducted 
with children by the Strategy Development and Research 
Department of Metropolitan Municipality of Mersin. 

Tents of agricultural workers affected by 
heavy rains in Atalar Neighbourhood of 
Tarsus district of Mersin were cleaned up. It 
was seen that all belongings of the workers 
were soaked and there was mud on the 
ground. Metropolitan Municipality of Mersin 
provided sand and gravel to eliminate mud in 
tents. District Governorate of Tarsus provided 
lodging for 80 persons who used to stay in 15 
tents.

Women work in strawberry fields in Silifke district of Mersin 
contribute to their home economics with 70 TRY they 
earn daily. Strawberry loaded to trucks by male workers is 
dispatched to domestic and foreign markets.

Police officers in Tarsus 
district of Mersin 
celebrated women’s 
day by distributing 
gillyflowers to women 
working in fields first 
and women living in 
Şahin neighbourhood. 

Protection of Seasonal Agricultural Workers and Their Families 
against Covid-19 Project was signed in a ceremony led by Governor 
Ali İhsan Su. The project is being implemented in cooperation with 
Çukurova Development Agency (ÇKA) and under the coordination 
of the Ministry of Industry and Technology. The project aims at 
improving hygiene conditions of seasonal agricultural workers and 
their families, information building on coronavirus disease and 
ways of protection, and contribution to the adoption of persistent 
behaviour in society against the disease. The project seeks to 
contribute to increasing opportunities for housing and social spaces, 
improving life quality of seasonal agricultural workers, ensuring 
children’s right to healthcare and education, and preventing child 
labour. All would improve living conditions by their integration 
with their environments. Further, it is also planned to follow health 
and employment situation of 1,470 workers employed in Toros 
and Kelahmet Neighbourhood of Akdeniz district and Kurtuluş 
Neighbourhood of Silifke district by creating a monitoring and 
prevention mechanism. 

Metropolitan Municipality of Mersin 
conducted health screenings and measure 
body temperatures of 120 families living 
in tents in Adanalıoğlu, Limonlu and 
Akdeniz neighbourhoods of Akdeniz 
district. Mobile teams that did not identify 
any health problems, distributed 120 health 
kits containing soap, disinfectants, masks 
and informative brochures. Teams also 
distributed 5 thousand milk to the children 
of workers. 

With the support of Metropolitan Municipality of Mersin and United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, International Youth Solidarity 
Association Mersin Branch implemented soap production project. In the 
first week of the project 4 thousand organic soaps were produced by 8 
Syrian refugees at Metropolitan Municipality’s Toroslar Vocational Training 
Centre. These soaps will be delivered to seasonal agricultural workers and 
poor people by the Metropolitan Municipality. 

About 300 food packages and health kits were delivered to seasonal 
agricultural workers living in tent settlements in Adanalıoğlu 
Neighbourhood in Akdeniz district with the joint initiative of 
Metropolitan Municipality and International Organization for 
Migration. Health kits procured by IOM contained items like 
detergents, shampoo, soap, cologne, tissues. Meanwhile food package 
procured by Metropolitan Municipality consisted of basic food items. 

Metropolitan Municipality of Mersin Department 
of Women and Family Services organized a series 
of activities for children of different socio-economic 
backgrounds at five different points from Tarsus 
to Silifke on the occasion of June 12th World Day 
against Child Labour. Metropolitan Municipality 
teams visited seasonal agricultural workers 
living in tents in Çavuşbucağı Neighbourhood of 
Silifke district and distributed 50 parcel of milk, 
candy and chocolate to children. The children of 
seasonal agricultural workers living in Kelahmet 
neighbourhood 20 km distant to Tarsus district 
centre were also happy after this nice surprise done 
by the Metropolitan Municipality. 

Since 2018, Akdeniz Social Services Centre conducts field visits every 
week to temporary tent settlements near Adanalıoğlu and Huzurkent 
neighbourhoods in Akdeniz district for identification of child 
protection issues. The centre also takes initiatives for child protection 
measures when needed.

Turkish Red Crescent Mersin Community Centre implemented a 
new activity regarding tent settlements in several districts of Mersin 

province where seasonal agricultural workers live. Within the 
scope of the Health and Psychosocial Support Programme, hygiene 

kits were distributed to workers in Yeşiltepe tent settlement and 
information building activities were conducted.

Mersin MP Alpay Antmen made a press statement regarding workers losing 
their lives in a traffic accident of a minibus carrying agricultural workers in 

Silifke district of Mersin.

Mustafa Sarı, Coordinator of Mersin Provincial Child 
Rights Committee gave training to personnel of 

Provincial Directorate of Agriculture and Forestry on 
child labour and child rights. 

Trip Diary (Tents of Workers in Tarsus and Tuzla, 
Karataş, Adana, Seyhan Dam Lake)

Gülçin Dinç
Mersin Photography Association brought together 

photography lovers on December 10th Human 
Rights Day to document this life struggle of 

agricultural workers by taking photos. 

After heavy rains in Tarsus district of Mersin, agricultural fields 
were seriously damaged while agricultural workers living in tents 

were transferred elsewhere. Overflooding of the plain and crop 
fields by water coming from irrigation canals continue as rain 
keeps falling.  While teams from DSİ (State Water Works) and 
Municipality of Tarsus intervene to canals, about 40 thousand 

acres of sown land in Halitağa, Akarsu, Kelahmet, Egemen and 
Baharlı neighbourhoods was overflooded. District Governorate 

of Tarsus transferred 30 Syrian agricultural workers who were 
staying in tents to an indoor sports hall. About 400 Syrians who 

did not want to leave their tent settlements are still staying in the 
flooded area. District Governorate keeps the sports facility ready 

if needed for these people. 

A minibus carrying agricultural workers rollover near Çeşmeli 
Neighbourhood in Erdemli district of Mersin. One person died 

in the accident while 15 others were injured, 2 of whom are in 
serious condition. Ambulances were dispatched to the location 

while injured passengers were taken to Mersin State Hospital. 

A van loaded with peach and workers rollover in 
Aslanköy roundabout in Toroslar district of Mersin. 2 

workers died while 13 were injured. 

Sevda (26) who has been employed 
in seasonal agricultural works in 
Mersin since she was 13, had left 
school after finishing secondary 

school. After 10 years, she returned 
back to school and is now about 

to graduate from Sabiha Çiftçi 
Vocational High School. She works 

4 days a week in fields and having 
her internship in sick and elderly 

care in Mersin City Hospital for the 
remaining 3 days. 

7 passengers including one child were injured when 
a vehicle known as “taktak engine” carrying olive and 
agriculture workers rollover on Mut-Silifke highway. 

Mayor of Mut Volkan Şeker visited injured passengers in 
the hospital. 

A truck carrying agricultural workers rollover on road near 
Aslanköy in Toroslar district. 2 workers died and 10 were injured 

among 2 in serious condition. 

The meeting conducted with the participation 
of Tarsus Packing and Agricultural Workers 

Association on behalf of agriculture employers 
and all intermediaries took decisions regarding 

the rate of wage payments of agricultural 
workers, working hours, wage increases and 

timing of new wage setting. The daily wage rate 
for the year 2019 was decided as 70 TRY. 

Evaluation of Shelter Conditions of Seasonal Agricultural 
Workers: Cases of Yenice, Tarsus and Silifke 

Mehmet Akalın
The study assesses accommodation conditions of seasonal 

agricultural workers in Mersin province. The objective of the 
study is to provide a guide to legislative arrangements to be 
done  by political decision-making mechanisms and action 
plans to be implemented by civil society organizations. The 

field work that was conducted in March-September through 
in-depth interviews with 120 persons, identified that shelter 

conditions of seasonal agricultural workers are not decent and 
unhealthy, and also made suggestions for improvement. 

A Qualitative Approach to Living Conditions and Health 
Status of Seasonal (Migratory/Temporary) Agricultural 

Workers in Two Settlements 
Mehmet Kaya, Nuray Özgülnar

A study was conducted from March to August in Adana, 
Mersin and Şanlıurfa provinces regarding working and 

living conditions as well as health status of seasonal 
migratory agricultural workers. Seasonal agricultural 

workers are employed by agricultural enterprises without 
taking necessary occupational health and safety measures 
, any social protection, means for safe transportation and 
job security. Their accommodation places are deprived of 

any infrastructural facility and protection. Workers are 
exposed to social exclusion, cannot reach basic healthcare 

including immunization, prenatal care, reproductive 
health and polyclinic services. They do not have enough 

or balanced nutrition. Children of workers cannot benefit 
from education services and employed in agricultural works. 

Women are exploited both in work and in their household. 
To mitigate their sufferings in terms of transportation, 

housing, remuneration and social protection, it is concluded 
that by taking the opinion of agricultural intermediaries 

and employers as well it is necessary to take measures 
for improvements in various areas and mobilize funding 

support by governmental offices and local administrations. 

Electricity is supplied by connection to main electricity 
lines in tent settlements in Tarsus district of Mersin 
where seasonal agricultural workers lives. While 50 

families living in tents and houses use electricity this 
way which causes mortal accidents and fires in tents 

that are mostly made of nylon. Working for daily wage 
of 30 -40 TRY, agricultural workers are aware of risks, 
but say they have to use electricity this way since they 

have economic troubles. 

Agricultural workers migrating to Mersin from Eastern and South-eastern 
provinces work in fruit harvesting for years without any vacation and 

get up at 03:00 a.m. to work for daily wage of 50 TRY. These workers the 
majority of whom are women, work to keep food on table by leaving their 

children, sick and elderly family members behind. Workers who moved 
to Mersin from the provinces of Siirt, Şanlıurfa, Diyarbakır, Ağrı, Batman 

and Mardin are now living in Mersin city center and in Tarsus district. 

A trailer truck collided with an automobile at the junction of 
Adanalıoğlu neighbourhood in Akdeniz district of Mersin on D-400 

Tarsus-Mersin highway. Meanwhile a van carrying agricultural 
workers hit the trailer truck. 3 workers died and 5 were injured. 

Women working for 12 hours a day in eggplant 
fields in Alifaki village of Tarsus district, say they 

earn 47-50 TRY a day. After field work, another 
starts at home. At home, they have to care for 

children, sick and elderly while cooking, washing 
dishes, doing laundry and cleaning. Then, they 

have to start the next day with few hours of sleep. 

Adanalıoğlu Refugee Children’s Winter School was launched 
jointly by City Council of Mersin, MAYA Association and 

Chamber of Medicine of Mersin with the support of Municipality 
of Akdeniz for 150 children of Syrian refugees who settled in 

Mersin to work as seasonal agricultural workers in Adanalıoğlu.

Mediterranean Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Exporters’ Association, 
representatives of Mersin and Adana workers and producers’ unions of citrus 
fruit sector adopted an advisory decision that include non-employment of 
foreign workers in citrus fruit harvest in the 2014-2015 season, setting of daily 
wage rate as 44 TRY including share of agriculture intermediary, promote 
working with intermediaries registered with İŞKUR, non-use of vehicles 
without certification and payment of 220 TRY as fee for bus service. 
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HISTORICAL PROCESS OF SEASONAL MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL WORK IN MERSİN PROVINCE

Child Labour Prevention Units were established in 81 
provinces with First 100 Days Action Plan of the Presidency. 
The reports prepared by these units composed of Provincial 
Directorate of Labour and Employment Agency, Provincial 

Directorate of Social Security, Provincial Directorate of 
Family, Labour and Social Services, would be examined by 

the Board of Child Labour Prevention. 

Ministry of Interior has sent Circular on Summer Season Measures 
to 81 Governorates. According to the Circular; in the regions where 

agricultural activities were executed, agricultural vehicles, tractor, 
harvester and other agriculture vehicles would not be allowed to 

moving in traffic inappropriately. Traffic controls would be increased 
between migration-receiving and migration-sending locations in 

order to ensure safe journey for agricultural workers. Intercity journey 
with the road vehicles carrying seasonal agricultural workers would 

not be allowed between 24:00 p.m and 6:00 a.m.

Circular No.2017/6 on 
Improving the Social Lives 

of Seasonal Migratory 
Agricultural Workers published 

by the Office of the Prime 
Ministry.

National Programme to Eliminate Child Labour 
(2017-2023) was brought on force by Ministry of 

Labour and Social Security.

2018 was announced as Year 
of Combating Against Child 

Labour with Presidential 
Circular.

With Labour Law No. 6715 dated 20th May 2016 private 
employment agencies were given the authority of temporary 
employment relationship. These agencies would provide 
workers to employers temporarily within the conditions 
determined by law.

Circular dated 21.03.2016 and No.2016/5 on 
Access to Education of Children of Seasonal 
Agricultural Workers and Semi-Nomadic 
Families was brought into force by the Ministry 
of National Education General Directorate of 
Primary Education.

With Metropolitan Municipality Law No.6360 
services regarding seasonal agricultural 
workers were put under the responsibility of 
Metropolitan Municipalities.

Report of Parliamentary Investigating 
Commission for the Identification of Measures 

to be Taken Regarding Problems of Seasonal 
Agricultural Workers was published.

Turkish Statistical 
Institute announced 
the results of Child 
Labourforce Survey.

Circular No.2012/20 on 
Prevention of Child Labour 
was published.

Circular No.2010/6 on 
Improving the Social Lives of 
Seasonal Migratory Agricultural 
Workers published by the Office 
of the Prime Ministry.

Project for Improving the Social Lives 
of Seasonal Migratory Agricultural 
Workers (METİP) was launched by the 
Ministry of Labour and Social Security.

Circular dated 20.04.2016 and No.2011/25 on 
Education of Children of Seasonal Agricultural 

Workers was published. 

Turkish Statistical Institute announced 
the results of Child Labourforce Survey.

Turkish Statistical 
Institute announced 
the results of Child 
Labourforce Survey.

Time Bound Policy 
and Programme 
Framework for 
the Prevention of 
Child Labour was 
published by the 
Ministry of Labour 
and Social Security.

Time Bound Policy and Programme Framework for the Prevention of Child 
Labour which has been prepared with the contributions of various institutions and 
organisations within the scope of ILO International Programme on the Elimination 
of Child Labour (IPEC) is a road map for the elimination of child labour. Firstly, 
the worst forms of child labour in Turkey were identified. It was targeted to prevent 
the identified worst forms of child labour within a determined period of time with 
a holistic, participatory, multilateral and scheduled programme integrated with 
country’s development plans.

Article 3: For the purposes of this Convention, the term “the worst forms of child labour” comprises: 
(a) all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and trafficking of children, debt 
bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory labour, including forced or compulsory recruitment 
of children for use in armed conflict; (b) the use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for 
the production of pornography or for pornographic performances; (c) the use, procuring or offering 
of a child for illicit activities, in particular for the production and trafficking of drugs as defined in 
the relevant international treaties; (d) work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is 
carried out, is likely to harm the health, safety or morals of children.

ILO Convention 
No. 138 concerning 
the Minimum Age 
was ratified by the 
Turkish Grand 
National Assembly.

State Statistical 
Institute 

announced the 
results of Child 

Labourforce 
Survey. ILO Convention 

No. 182 concerning 
the Prohibition and 

Immediate Action 
for the Elimination 
of the Worst Forms 

of Child Labour 
was ratified by the 

Turkish Grand 
National Assembly.

UN General 
Assembly has 

adopted Convention 
on the Rights of the 

Child.

State Statistical Institute 
announced the results 
of Child Labourforce 

Survey.

Convention on the Rights 
of the Child was ratified by 
the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly with reservations.

Article 1: For the purposes 
of the present Convention, 
a child means every 
human being below the 
age of eighteen years 
unless under the law 
applicable to the child, 
majority is attained earlier.


