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CURRENT SITUATION MAP OF SEASONAL MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL 
WORKERS’ TENT SETTLEMENT AREAS IN İZMİR PROVINCE

The number of tents in the tent settlement

Temporary tent settlement with stable population 
Mixed Accommodations (workers’ houses, country houses, tents)
During field visits for identification of current situation of seasonal migratory 
agricultural workers in İzmir province that took place on August and September 2020,
information on neighbourhoods where workers temporarily live in July and August,
was obtained from verbal and/or written statements of local headmen, mobile district
health teams and District Gendarmerie Command. During July and August, seasonal 
workers stay in workers’ houses, on country tile houses and in tents set up on rangelands. Temporary tent settlement with increasing population 

Temporary tent settlement with varying population 
in relation to the agricultural products of
different seasons

Temporary tent settlement with decreasing population
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NOTE ON CURRENT SITUATION 
22 temporary tent settlements in İzmir where seasonal migratory agricultural workers live, were visited by Development Workshop field experts in August and 
September 2020 and current situation identification forms were filled out based on declarations of people living in these 22 tent settlements. Although there 
are 71 temporary tent settlements at 37 different locations in İzmir, data could not be collected from 49 temporary tent settlements at 15 different locations 
since seasonal migratory agricultural workers did not arrive in these 15 settlements during the time field visits for data collection were conducted . Information 
regarding the location, infrastructure and number of tents in these (49) temporary settlements was obtained through phone interviews with representatives of 
Provincial Directorate of Health of İzmir, Provincial Directorate of Agriculture and Forestry, Provincial Gendarmerie Command,  district chambers of agriculture and 
mukhtars (local headmen) as well as a rapid assessment. All data were analysed and reflected on the Current Situation Map. 

Development Workshop Archive-2019

Development Workshop Archive-2019

Tomato Drying: It takes about 40 days from mid-July to mid-
September. Places where tomatoes are dried, are called 
“array.” In these arrays, ground is covered by nylon material 
and this cover is fixed to the ground with big nails. Tomato 
is cut apart right in the middle with a sharp knife, placed 
on the cover in arrays and salted. A box of tomato (25 kg) is 
cut for 1.2-1.4 TRY on average and a worker cuts on average, 
100-120 boxes of tomato per day. Seasonal migratory 
agricultural workers set up their tents close to these 
arrays. There is electricity in these temporary settlements 
and drinking water supply is mostly from the drill. Cost of 
electricity and water is being paid by the employer.

Tomato Picking: Tomato is picked in June and 
August. Seasonal migratory agricultural workers 
employed in this work stay at places close to fields 
including worker houses, country tile houses or in 
temporary tent settlements set up on rangelands 
leased by landowners from relevant institutions. 
Electricity and water costs of these settlements 
are covered by landowners. There are two types of 
payment in tomato harvest; daily wage or payment 
per unit (ton). The daily wage rate for the year 2020 
is 80 TRY. In unit-based payment, daily earnings 
of a worker is 70 TRY when collected tomato is 
transferred to trucks and 80 TRY when it is placed in 
boxes after selection. 
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HOW WERE CROPS MAPS PREPARED?
With regards to information on districts where tomato drying, gherkin, cotton unseed, leek and celery culture and 
vegetables-fruits greenhouse production are carried out in in İzmir province, TURKSTAT (TÜİK) data, field reports 
of Provincial Directorate of Agriculture and Forestry of İzmir, Provincial Gendarmerie Command, İŞKUR Provincial 
Directorate, related thesis and researches as well as information gathered by face-to face interviews held with 
representatives  of district chambers of agriculture during field work, were used.  

There are two types of agricultural production done in the district: tomato and 
cucumber production in fields, and greens, vegetable and fruit production in 
greenhouses. Workers employed in greenhouses stay in worker houses nearby 
greenhouses throughout the year and are paid monthly. Electricity and water costs 
of these houses are covered by the owners of the greenhouse.  Most of these 
workers are Syrian migrants and children of migrant families that have temporary 
identity documents could be enrolled in school. Workers employed in production in 
fields arrive in March and leave in August stay in tents set up on rangelands leased 
by landowners. Children staying in these tent settlements do not attend school. 

HOW WAS THIS GRAPHIC PREPARED?

Data on agricultural products, 
activities and districts where 
seasonal migratory agricultural 
workers work in İzmir province were 
obtained from face-to-face interviews 
conducted during field visits 
with the relevant agencies in the 
province (Chambers of Agriculture, 
Provincial Directorate of Agriculture 
and Forestry, İŞKUR Directorate and 
mukhtars). This graph was prepared 
by the analysis of all these data.

This graph shows the increase and 
decrease of the number of seasonal 
migratory agricultural workers who 
are temporarily employed in the 
province to work in crop production 
and agricultural production activities 
in İzmir province increased and 
decreased according to agricultural 
products, activities and months.

THE MOBILITY OF SEASONAL MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL 
WORKERS ACCORDING TO AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS AND ACTIVITIES IN İZMİR PROVINCE
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Average number of people 
living in a single tent is 6.3.

6.3

Compulsory education age 

POINT


