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TENT SETTLEMENT RISK STATUS 
Tent settlements on the Adana Plain are found mainly near main or side roads, main irrigation canals or 
drainage canals. Some of the settlements are in the vicinity of neighbourhoods / villages. Risks, in which 
children are most susceptive, like physical injuries, poor living conditions, and illnesses, needed to be 
identified in the settlements. In the evaluation of these risks, 11criteria were used, with one being the 
lowest and nine being the highest mark. Criteria not relevant to particular tent settlements were given 
“zero” points. The total score of the tent settlements was evaluated on a scale of 99 and categorized as 
below;

Risks Definitions

Being near 
drainage canals

The distance of a tent settlement to the area’s drainage canal is the basis of the score. Tent 
settlements close to drainage canals score the highest marks. If the settlement is far away 
from the canal, distances a child cannot reach by foot, then zero points are given.

Being near main 
roads

Main roads are where the major roads in an area intersect with high traffic density. Scores 
reflect the distance of the tent settlement to the side of the main road. Tent settlements in 
the vicinity of the main road score the highest marks. If the settlement is far away from the 
main road, distances a child cannot reach by foot, then zero points are given. Main roads 
in this context are the roads from Seyhan and Yüreğir to Karataş, Tuzla and Yumurtalık 
districts. 

Being near side 
roads

Side roads connect to main roads and are comparatively low in traffic density. Scores 
reflect the distance of the tent settlement to side roads. Tent settlements in the vicinity of 
side roads score the highest marks. If the settlement is far away from side roads, distances 
a child cannot reach by foot, then zero points are given. Side roads in this context are the 
asphalt or dirt roads between the neighbourhoods/villages on Adana Plain.

Being near main 
irrigation canals

The Adana Plain has large irrigation canals. Canals are deep, greater depths than the 
average height of a human, and currents are rapid. Scores reflect the distance of the tent 
settlement to the irrigation canal. Tent settlements in the vicinity of the main irrigation canal 
score the highest marks. If the settlement is far away from irrigation canals, distances a 
child cannot reach by foot, then zero points are given. 

Being near the 
riverside

There are two major rivers in the Adana Plain; Ceyhan and Seyhan. Scores reflect the 
distance of the tent settlement to these rivers. Tent settlements in the vicinity of the rivers 
score the highest marks. If the settlement is far away from the rivers, distances a child 
cannot reach by foot, then zero points are given.

Being near the 
seaside

South of the Adana Plain is the Mediterranean Sea. The Mediterranean Sea has a very long 
shore to the plain. The Karataş and Yumurtalık districts have long coasts on the sea. Scores 
reflect the distance of the tent settlement to the sea. Tent settlements in the vicinity of the 
sea score the highest marks. If the settlement is far away from the sea, distances a child 
cannot reach by foot, then zero points are given

Presence of 
garbage in the tent 

settlement

Tent settlements with no garbage removal services receive the highest marks. If regular, 
everyday disposal is in place, the score result in zero points.

Presence of street 
lighting

Tent settlements with no street lighting score the highest marks, while those with permanent 
lighting receive zero points.

Risk of Natural 
Disasters

Scores reflect the potential of a natural disaster, such as rainfall, flooding, strong winds 
(whirlwinds) and lightning strikes, hitting a tent settlement. The higher risk of a natural 
disaster occurring results in a high score. If the risk is non-existent, then zero points are 
given.

Presence of 
reptiles, rodents 

and bugs

Scores reflect the presence of reptiles, rodents, and bugs. If these creatures are present, 
the tent settlement receive high marks. The absence of these creatures result in zero points.

Presence of other 
risks

High scores reflect the presence of other risks in tent settlements; such as isolation 
from residential areas, location near auxiliary irrigation canals, the presence of swamps, 
industrial plants, liquid, dust or gaseous waste.

Continuous 
Electricity Supply

15 % No Electricity Supply

32 % Partial Electricity Supply

53 % 
Average cost of 
monthly electricity 
bill per household in 
tent settlements is 
TRY 65

85% of households in tent settlements 
use agricultural waste for heating 
purposes. 

98% of the households in tent 
settlements use tin stoves for 
heating.

PROBLEMS
Most common problems of tent settlements
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Ratio of people stating that it is 
public institutions’ responsibility 
to solve their problems

Of these tents, 
3,337 tents 
belong to 
Syrian migrants 
while the
remaining 
897 tents 
belong to 
citizens of 
Turkey.

21% 

79% 

Turkish

Syrian

Source: Google Maps
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% 96Tents made of
 plastic canvas

Number of Tents
Number of 

Settlements

1-20 Tents 16

21-40 Tents 17

41-60 Tents 8

61-80 Tents 4

81 and above 
tents

14

Total 59

Distribution of tent settlements on 
Adana Plain by size

(February 2017)

TENT SETTLEMENTS 
IN THE ADANA PLAIN

THERE ARE 

TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL 

Adana / Karataş - Tuzla Tent Settlements

CURRENT SITUATION MAP OF SEASONAL AGRICULTURAL 
WORKERS’ TENT SETTLEMENT AREAS IN THE ADANA PLAIN 

Very low risk
tent settlements

Low risk 
tent settlements

Moderate risk 
tent settlements

High risk 
tent settlements

POINT

Risky 
tent settlements

Average Distance

Neighbourhood/ 
Village

District 

Adana 
Centre

Average Distance

Average 
Distance

TENTS PERSONS

 Syrian 

Turkish

CHILDREN

88 % 

HOW WAS THIS MAP PREPARED?
Field data collection forms were filled by Development Workshop field 
experts, based on declarations of participants from the 59 tent settlements 
which were visited in February – March 2017. The collected data are reflected 
on the map. 

Name of 
District 

Number of Tents Estimated Household Population Data (people)

 Syrian Turkish Total Distribution %  Syrian Turkish Total
Average number 

of people per tent

Karataş 1,617 466 2,083 49.2 9,217 2,654 11,871 5.7

Seyhan 232 60 292 6.9 1,328 348 1,676 5.7

Yumurtalık 276 149 425 10 1,573 849 2,422 5.7

Yüreğir 1,212 222 1,434 33.9 6,688 1,263 7,951 5.5

Total 3,337 897 4,234 100 18,806 5,114 23,920 5.6

Total Number of Tents in the Adana Plain and Household Population Data 

Average of 5.6 people 
live per tent

Average number of tents in 
the tent settlements is 72

(February 2017)

5.6
people

Tent Settlements

3% 5% 19%10% 17%10%9% 11%10%6%

April ‘11

Turkey’s Response to the Syrian Refugee Situation  

September ‘14

March ‘12 October ‘14

“Directive concerning 
the Admission and 

Accommodation 
of Nationals of the 

Syrian Arab Republic 
and Stateless People 
Residing in the Syrian 

Arab Republic who 
Collectively Seek 
Asylum in Turkey” 

was issued.

Temporary 
Protection 

Regulation was 
issued.

First groups 
from Syria 
began to 

enter Turkey.

Circular on 
“Administration 
of Services to 

Foreigners under the 
Temporary Protection 

Regime” and 
“Education Services 

for Foreign Nationals“ 
was issued. This 

circular ensured the 
enrollment of Syrian 
migrant children to 
schools in Turkey.

Only in 24% of the tent 
settlements, garbage is 
collected.

Only in 50% of these tent 
settlements, garbage is collected 
once a week.

% 24

Only in 19% of the tent settlements, 
insecticide is applied in order to reduce 
the presence of bugs and insects. 

Only in 18% of these tent settlements 
insecticide is applied frequently.

This study was conducted with financial and technical support of UNICEF.

Distribution of Syrians under Temporary 
Protection by top 10 Provinces* 
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